DIRECTIVESFOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
GENERAL INSTRUCTION
OF THE ROMAN MI SSAL
(Third Typical Edition)

IN THE
DIOCESE OF COLUMBUS

PREAMBLE

The Generd Ingruction of the Roman
Missa contains the norms for the celebration of
the Eucharist. More importantly, it presents a
vison of the Church which is caled to “grow
continudly in holinessby itsconscious, active and
frutful participation in the mysery of the
Eucharig.” (#5)

Bishop James A. Giiffin, in his role as
chief steward of the mysteries of God in the
Diocese of Columbus, and moderator of its
liturgica life, issues the following norms to be
implemented the Frst Sunday of Advent,
November 28, 2004. Itismost especidly to the
priests of the diocese, as servants of the Sacred
Liturgy, to see to their fathful implementation.
(#22, 24)

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

1. The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal continuesto emphasize thevison
of the Vatican Council cdling thefathful to full,
contious and  active paticipation in the
celebration of the Eucharig. This participation is
both externd and interna and should be evident

in our common prayer, ong, posture, gesture,
and in our sacred Slence.

2. Sacred slence for various purposes
are to be observed at designated times. Sacred
slenceisto occur beforethe celebrationbegins',
within the Act of Penitence (Penitentid Rite) or
after aninvitationto pray dl recollect themsdves,
at the concluson of a Scripture proclamation or
the homily al meditate on what they have heard,
and after Communionall praise and pray to God
in their hearts. (#45)

3. The purpose of a common posture
throughout the liturgy is to reflect and exemplify
the unity of the members of the Chrigtian
community gathered for the liturgy and to
contribute to making the entire celebration
resplendent with beauty and smplicity. (#42)

4. The presding priet may give the
fathful a very brief introduction to the Mass of
the day, to the Liturgy of the Word, and the
Eucharigic Prayer. He may make concluding

" If the church has a sufficient gathering
space, then a general silence could be observed in the
worship space, if not, then a call to prayer a few
minutes before the M ass begins should call everyone
to silence.



comments to the entire sacred action before the
digmisa. (#31) The presider may only change
the words of the liturgy whenthey are designated
as" intheseor smilar words,” otherwisethey are
not to be changed or have additions made to
them.

PREPARATION FOR THE CELEBRATION

5. Churchdecor should contribute to the
church's noble amplicty. In the choice of
materids there should be a concern for
genuineness. Flord decoration should alwaysbe
done with moderation and placed around the
dtar. Only what isrequired for the Mass may be
placed on the mensa of the dtar. (#292, 305,
306)

6. There isto be across, with thefigure
of Chrig crucified on the cross. Thecrossisto
be placed on the dtar or near it. This cross may
be carried in procession. (#122, 308)

7. Sacred vesss are to be made from
precious metd or other solid and worthy
materids that, according to the common
edimation in each region, are precious and
auitable for sacred use. The vessels are to be
blessed and used solely for the liturgy. (#328,
329, 330)

8. While doths of colors possessing
Chrigtian or fedive ggnificance may be used on
the dtar, the top cloth- that isthe dtar clothitsdf
- must be white. (#304)

INTRODUCTORY RITES

9. Whenthe priest, deacon, and ministers
reach the dtar, they reverenceit witha profound
bow. (#122) A genuflection, made by bending
one knee, Sgnifies adoration and is reserved for
the Most Blessed Sacrament. All who pass

before the Blessed Sacrament genuflect unless
they are moving in processon. If the tabernacle
is in the sanctuary, the priest, deacon, and other
ministers genuflect when they approach the dtar
and when they depart fromit, but not during the
celebration of Massitsf. Minigters carrying the
processional crossor candles makeasmple bow
of the head in any case. (#274)

10. The Lectionary is placed on the
ambo before the Mass begins (#118b) and is
never carried in processon. The Book of the
Gospelsiscarried in the entrance processon by
the deacon, or if there is no deacon, alector may
carry The Book of the Gospels, or it may be
placed on the dtar before Mass begins. The
person carrying The Book of the Gospels omits
the 9gn of reverenceto the dtar, places the book
on the dtar, and if a lector, goes to his or her
seat. A deacon, after placing The Book of the
Gospels on the dtar will wat and join the
presider invenerating the altar withakiss. (#120,
122)

11. The Gloria is an ancient and
venerable hymn and ought to be sung on al
Sundays outsde of Advent and Lent. Itisnotto
be replaced by any other text. (#53)

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

12. The Liturgy of the Word is to be
celebrated in such a way as to promote
meditation. It is appropriate to observe brief
periods of dlence after the firsg and second
reading and after the homily. (#56)

13. If there are two readings it is
preferred to have one lector for each reading.
Except for the reading of the Passionof the L ord,
the same reading should not be divided among
more that one lector. (#109)

14. The responsoria psam should, asa
rule, be taken from the Lectionary. It is



preferable that it be sung. Songs or hymns may
not be subgtituted for the psalm. The responsorial
psdm should be sung from the ambo. (#61) If
the verses are sung by the chair, the choir’s
gnging should bediligent in diction and phrasing,
meking sure the text is understood as though
proclamed by asingle voice. If the responsorid
psamisnot sung, an additiona lector should lead
the spoken psalm from the ambo.

15. The Gospel is proclamed by a
deacon or, in hisabsence, a priest other than the
celebrant, from the ambo. If another priestisnot
present, the priest celebrant himsdlf should reed
the Gospe. (#59) The priest or deacon
venerates The Book of the Gospels with akiss,
gnceitisaggnof Chrisamongus. If the bishop
ispresent, the priest or deacontakesthe book to
him to be kissed. (#175)

16. There isto be ahomily on Sundays
and holy days of obligation. At all other Masses
that are celebrated with a congregation the
faithful should receive ahomily. It should reflect
on some aspect of the scripture or another text
from the Ordinary or Proper of the Mass. (#65)
A homily can only be givenby ordained clergy of
the church. Neither non-ordained (seminarians,
religious, parish g&ff, and the lay fathful) nor
clergy from other religious denominations are
permitted to give the homily. (Canon 767.1, RS
#65-66)

17. Blessngs that occur withinMassare
normaly taken from the Book of Blessings and
the blessng normally occurs after the homily.

18. The Profession of Fath is sung or
sad on dl Sundays and Solemnities. All mekea
profound bow at the word “By the power of the
Holy Spirit. . .” (#68, 137)

19. The Generd Intercessons should be
composed fredy but prudently, be succinct and
expressthe prayer of the entirecommunity. If the

intercessions are composed by the deacon, he
leads the petitions. They are to be announced
from the ambo or other suitable place by the
deacon, or by a cantor, lector or one of the lay
fathful. (#71) The leader of this prayer remains
at the ambo or suitable place until the priest
concludes the intercessons with a praye.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Preparation of the Gifts

20. The gifts of bread and wine are
presented by the faithful to the priest or deacon.
It is dso appropriate that money or other giftsfor
the poor or for the Church are brought forward.
These areto be put in a suitable place but away
fromthe eucharistic table. No other items areto
be brought forward in the procession. (#73)

21. The cups which will be used for the
communion of the faithful arebrought to the dtar
for the preparationof gifts. After water has been
placed in the carafe(s) of wine, the deacon or
priegt fillsthe chdice and dl the cups with wine.
Hethen centersthe cupsaround the chalice. The
empty carafeis taken to the credence table. (RS
105, 106) The bread is prepared in the usua
manner. The cups may dso be prepared a the
credence table, then brought to the atar.

22. The preparation prayers are said
inaudibly for the priest except on rare occasons
when there is no preparation song in which case
they are sad doud and the people respond
“Blessed be God forever.” (#142)

23. If incense is used, the priest incenses
the offerings, the cross, and the dtar. A minister
then incenses the priest and then the people.
(#144)

24. All stand for the Invitation to the
Prayer over the Offerings (“Pray brethren. . ")
through the Sanctus as directed by the priest,



deacon, or cantor. (#43, 146) Servers, whenin
the sanctuary, modd the posture of the presider;
when in the assembly, they take the posture
assigned to the assembly.

Eucharistic Prayer

25. The assambly knedls from after the
Sanctus through the Great Amen. In the early
centuries of the Church the posture of kneding
was identified with penitence: currently it is dso
seenasaposture of reverence and adoration. It
is for this reason that the Bishops of the United
States have designated kneding as the posture
during the Eucharigic Prayer. (#43) Pastors of
parishes that are truly prevented from knedling
because of a lack of knedlers are to contact the
locd ordinary with a request to temporarily
continue the practice of standing.

26. During the Eucharidic Prayer, the
deacon stands dightly behind the priest, but stays
nearby so that he may assst with the chdice or
the Missd. (#179) If there are concelebrating
priests, the deacon does not stand with them as
if he were another concelebrating priest.

Communion Rite

27.The General Ingtructiondoesnot give
a specific gesture to be used by the assembly
during the Lord’s Prayer. The indruction does
highly prai se unified and commongestures. (#42)
Therefore, because the assembly and presider
arerediting the Lord's Prayer with one voice the
gesture for prayer should follow that which is
prescribed for the presider, that is standing with
hands in the orans pogtion.

28. The priest or the deacon invites the
as=mbly to exchange a Sgn of Peace. The
priest ordinarily stays in the sanctuary area for
this greeting but, for a good reason, he may offer
the Sgn of peace to afew of the faithful near the
sanctuary. (#154)

29. The practice of Holy Communion
under both forms of bread and wine are most
desrable. They are amore complete Sgn of the
sharing in the Body and Blood of Chrigt. (#281)
It ismost desirable for the faithful to receive the
Lord s Body from hosts consecrated during the
Mass and that they partake of the chalice, so that
Communion will exemplify more dealy a
participation in the sacrifice actudly being
celebrated. (#85)

30. The extraordinary minisers of Holy
Communion may come into the sanctuary during
the Lamb of God. (#162) The extraordinary
communion minigers should not greet one
another or offer the Sgn of peace oncethe Lamb
of God has begun. These extraordinary
communion ministers are not to stand at the dtar
but inanother areawithinthe sanctuary. Bringing
the ciborium from the tabernacle to the dtar a
this time is discouraged. Consecrated hosts
reserved in the tabernacle ought to be used only
a times when there are not enough hosts
consecrated during the Mass for digtribution to
the fathful. A ciborium from the tabernacle may
be brought to the dtar by another miniser only
after the priest and ministers have received
communion. The reserved hosts should only be
used when it becomes apparent that additional
hostsare needed. The reserved hosts should not
be placed in the vessds used by the ministers
before digtribution begins.

31. The assembly may kneel or stand for
the “Lamb of God” in keeping with their past
parish practice. (#43)

32. The communion chant begins while
the presider is consuming the consecrated host
and Precious Blood. The communion chant
continuesfor aslong asthe faithful receive. (#86)
It may be desrable to indude insrumentd
interludes between verses or use multiple songs.
Muscians should be able to receive with ease,



which may require additiond extraordinary
ministers of communion for the musicians,

33. A deacon may hdp with the
digribution of the consecrated hosts into
individud vessdls. After doing so, he stepsaway
from the dtar while the presder (and
concelebrants) consumes the consecrated host
and Precious Blood. The deacon then steps
forward to receive both the consecrated host and
precious blood from the presider. The deacon
then offers the chdice of the Precious Blood to
the extraordinary communion minisers. (#182,
Norms #39)

34. Whenever the Precious Blood is
offered to the assembly, the deacon is the
minister of the chalice. (#182, Norms #26)

35. Extreordinary minigers of Holy
Communion receive thar vessals from the priest
or deacon. (#162, Norms #38, 40) They do not
take the vessals from the dtar themsalves.

36. Among the ways of minigering the
Precious Blood, communion from the chdice is
the preferred form in the Lain Church. (Norms
#42) Itisnot permissiblefor the communicant to
dip the host into the Precious Blood nor to pass
the cup to another communicant. All must
recaive from the miniger. (Norms #44, 50, RS
104)

37. Communionby intinctioncanonly be
adminigered by a priest. (#287, Norms#49) A
deacon or an extraordinary communion minister
may hold the chalice for the priests but does not
distribute communion to the faithful by intinction.
(#191) A paten should be held under the
communicants chinto accept any Precious Blood
that may fal from the consecrated host as it is
being placed on the communi cants tongue.

38. The proper posturefor the reception
of Holy Communionisstanding. No oneisto be

refused communion if they kned but they should
be catechized at a later time regarding the proper
posture.

39. As the fathfu approach the
Communion dation, they should prepare to
receive the Lord by maintaining an attitude of
reverence. Asthe communicant draws near tothe
Communion minigter, for both the Body and the
Blood, the communicant is to bow his or her
head as a Sgn of reverencefor the true presence
of Christ. The Communion minister should wait
until the bow is complete before offering
communion.  The minigter then takes a
consecrated hogt from the ciborium or lifting the
chdiceof Precious Blood and offerscommunion
to the communicant by saying, “The Body (or
Blood) of Christ”. The communicant’sresponse
isastrong“Amen’ (#160) before consuming the
consecrated host or the Precious Blood.

40. The Generad Ingtruction makes no
provison for the Communion miniser to give
non-communicantsablessing. Whilethispractice
may be gppedling to some people, it is confusing
and runs the risk of diminishing the unique
importance of Communion. Therefore, itisto be
discouraged.

41. When there are extraordinary
minigers of Holy Communion, they may
reverently consume what remains of the Precious
Blood from their chalices after ditribution. Any
remaning Precious Blood must be consumed
dther at the dtar or at the credence table; it
should not be taken to the sacristy to be
consumed. The Precious Blood cannot be
poured into the sacrarium or disposed of in any
other fashion. (Norms, # 44, 50)

42. Once the priest has returned to the
dtar after the didribution of Communion,
danding at the dtar or at the credence table,
purifies the paten or ciborium over the chdice,
then purifies the chalice in accordance with the



precriptions of the Missal and wipesthe chdice
with the purificator. Wherea deacon is present,
he returns withthe priest to the dtar or credence
table and purifies the vessds. Itispermissbleto
leave the vessdl's covered on the credence table
for them to be purified after Mass. (#163, 183,
Indult - Prot. 1382,01/L, RS 119)

43. The assembly may st or knedl upon
ther return to thar seats after receving
communion and during the period of sacred
slence after Communion (#43) according to the
parish custom.

CONCLUDING RITE

44. Neither The Book of the Gospels
nor the Lectionary is carried out in the
procession at the end of Mass. (Book of the
Gospels #22)

45. Withthe priest, thedeacon venerates
the dtar with a kiss and a profound bow and
leaves in the same manner as in the entrance
procession with the deacon walking beside the
presider. (#186)

46. The General Ingruction has never
mentioned mudc during the condudingrites. The
tradition of the Church hasincorporated ahymn
sending the faithful forth to share our love of God
in the world which we occupy.

CALENDAR ADVISORY

47. In dl diocese of the United States,
January 22 (or January 23, when January 22 fall
on a Sunday) shal be observed as a particular
day of penance for violations to the dignity of the
humanpersoncommitted throughacts of abortion
and of prayer for the full restoration of the legd
guarantee to the right to life The mass “For
Peace and Judtice’ (violet vestments) should be
celebrated. (#373)

CONCLUSION

48. These directives are a summary of
the norms and contents of the new General
Instruction of the Roman Missal. Priests,
deacons, and others involved in preparing and
celebrating the liturgy should carefully read the
General Instruction to the Roman Missal in
conjunction with the Introduction to the Order
of the Mass - A Pastora Resource of the
Bishops Committee on the Liturgy, The Norms
for the Distribution of Holy Communion
Under Both Kinds in the Dioceses of the
United States of America, and the Ingtruction -
Redemptoris Sacramentum- Oncertainmatters
to be observed or to be avoided regarding the
Holy Eucharig.

Given July 15, 2004
The Chancery Office/ Office of Liturgy

Sncerdy in Chrigt
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+ James A. Griffin
Bishop of Columbus




