Order of Christian Funerals
Directives of the
Diocese of Columbus

POLICIES

Policiesof the Diocese are expected to be followed without exception by all parishesand clergy in
the diocese.

1. TheRite
On 15 August 1989, the Nationa Conference of Catholic Bishops promulgated that from 2 November

1989, the Order of Chrigtian Funerds isthe ritua which isto be used in dl dioceses of the United States
of America. Therefore, in the Diocese of Columbus no other English verson of these rites may be used.

All materid cited in this document can be found in the Order of Chrigian Funerds, 1989 edition and the
1997 Appendix: Cremation and in Order of Chrigtian Funerds including Appendix 2: Cremation, 1998.

2. Funeral Planning

It isthe policy of the diocese to consult with family members of the deceased as much asis possible and
prudent in the planning of afunerd liturgy.

When scheduling afunerd, staff people need to remember that a funera mass may not be celebrated on
solemnitiesthat are days of obligation (Immaculate Conception, Chrisimas, Mary - Mother of God, Holy
Trinity, Assumption, All Saints, and Christ the King), Holy Thursday, the Easter Triduum, and the Sunday's
of Advent, Lent, and the Easter season. In effect, thismeansthat if a funera mus take place on one of
these days, it must follow theritua for a Funerd Liturgy outside Mass (Nos. 177-202).

“Whenever possble, minigers should involve the family in planning the funerd rites: in the choice of texts
and rites provided in the ritud, in the selection of mudc for therites, and in the designation of liturgical
minigters’ (No. 17).

“Panning the funera before death should be approached with sengitivity and care. It can have the effect
of helping the one who is dying and the family face the redlity of deathwith Christianhope. 1t can dso help
relieve the family of numerous details after death and may dlow them to benefit more fully from the
celebration of the funerd rites’ (No. 17).

3. Vigil for the Deceased

It isthe policy of the diocese that “the vigil for the deceased isthe principd rite cel ebrated by the Christian
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community in the time following death and before the funerd liturgy, or if thereisno funerd liturgy, before
the rite of committal. 1t may take the formof either aliturgy of the word (Nos. 69-81, 82-97) or of some
part of the office for the dead (see Part IV, p. 296)."

Therefore, the wake service before the funerd liturgy should be from the vigil for the deceased and not a
form of popular devotion. It isstrongly discouraged to pray the rosary in place of the vigil. Instead, the
family should be encouraged to pray this together after or before the vigil takes place.

4. Eulogy/Remembrance

It isthe policy of the diocese that the preferred time for aeulogy be during the vigil service; however, if the
family does not gather prior to the celebration of the funerd liturgy, a remembrance may be givenafter the
Prayer After Communion. It should be brief and delivered by only one individuad who is adept at public
spesking.? If it is decided that a lay family member is to speak after communion, the text should be
submitted to the presider prior to the funerd.

Whether during the vigil or the funerd liturgy, the remembrance does not take the place of the homily.
5. Chrigtian Symboals
It isthe policy of the diocese that only Christian symbols are used in funerd liturgies. Other non-biblical
symbols, such as nationd flags, or flags or inggnia of associations have no place in the funerd liturgy and
“are to be removed from the coffin at the entrance of the church” (No. 132).3
Liturgicd sgns and symbols afirming Christian belief and hope inthe pascha mystery are abundant
inthe celebration of the funerd rites, but their undue multiplicationor repetitionshould be avoided.
Care mudt be taken that the choice and use of Sgns and symbols are in accord withthe culture of

the people (No. 21).

The following are symbols used inevery funerd liturgy whenthe body is present: Easter candle, holy water,
and pdll.

Easter Candle

The Easter candle remindsthe faithful of Christ’ sundying presence among them, of hisvictory over
snand death, and of their shareinthat victory by virtue of their initiaion. It recals the Easter Vigil,
the night when the Church awaits the Lord’ sresurrectionand whennew light for the living and the
dead iskindled (No. 35).

During the funerd liturgy and aso during the vigl service, whencelebrated in the church, the Easter candle
is placed beforehand near the positionthe coffin will occupy at the conclusionof the procession (No. 35).

Holy Water

Order of Christian Funerals - Directives of the Diocese of Columbus - Page 2



Blessed or holy water reminds the assembly of the saving waters of baptism. In the rite of
reception of the body at the church, itsuse cdlsto mind the deceased’ s baptismand initiation into
the community of faith (No. 36).

During the funerd liturgy, the presider sprinkles the coffin with holy water during the introductory rites*
Thereisno need to duplicate the rite of sprinkling at any other part of the mass or when the body is placed
in the hearse. One only sprinkles the body during the signs of farewell, if the presider hasn't dready
sprinkled it a the rite of reception.®

Pall

In the Diocese of Columbus the coffin is aways draped in the pal since the pdl is “areminder of the
baptismal garment of the deceased” (No. 38), and dso, “isasign of the Chrigtian dignity of the person”
(No. 38).

The pal should be “placed on the coffin by family members, friends, or the priest” (No. 161). Itis placed
on the coffin and removed from the coffin at the entrance of the church.

6. Readings

It is diocesan policy that the family is consulted in the sdlection of readings for the Funerd Liturgy and that
non-biblical readings are not permitted to be used within the context of the Liturgy of the Word.

Inevery celebrationfor the dead, the Church attaches great importance to the reading of the word
of God. Thereadings proclaim to the assembly the pascha mystery, teach remembrance of the
dead, convey the hope of being gathered together again in God' s kingdom, and encourage the
witnessof Chrigtianlife. Above dl, the readings tdl of God' sdesigns for aworld inwhich suffering
and death will rdinquish their hold on dl whom God has cdled hisown. A careful sdection and
use of readings from Scripturefor the funerd rites will provide the family and the community with
an opportunity to hear God speak to them in their needs, sorrows, fears, and hopes (No. 22).

7. Homily

It isthe policy of the diocese that a brief homily is to follow the gospel reading at the funerd liturgy. A
homily may dso follow the readings at the vigil service, but the homily is never to be aeulogy (No. 27).

Attentive to the grief of those present, the homilis should dwell on God' s compassi onate love and
on the paschd mystery of the Lord, as proclaimed in the Scripture readings. The homilist should
aso hdp the members of the assembly to understand that the mystery of God's love and the
mystery of Jesus victorious death and resurrection were present in the life and degth of the
deceased and that these mysteries are active in their own livesaswell (No. 27).
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8. Offertory Procession

It isthe policy of the diocese thet if aprocessionisto be included in the preparation of the gifts, itisto be
kept withinthe guiddines of the offertory rite. Appropriate giftsare bread and winefor the Eucharist, other
gifts for the needs of the church and the poor.®

9. Music

Sincemusc should reflect the strength which comes fromour Chrigtianbdidf, it isthe policy of the diocese
that it should reflect the commonrepertoire of the parish, and should not conflict withthe flow of the liturgy.

Musicisintegrd to the funerd rites. It dlows the community to express convictions and fedings
that words aone may fall to convey. It has the power to console and uplift the mourner and to
strengthen the unity of the assembly in faith and love (No. 30). The music at funeras should
support, console, and uplift the participants and should help to create in them a oirit of hope in
Chrid’ svictory over death and in the Chrigtian’s share in that victory (No. 31).

10. Cremation

A. Presence of the Body at the Funerd Liturgy

It is the diocesan policy to encourage the custom of burying the body of the deceased sincethe presence
of the body better expresses the vaues which the Church affirmsin the funerd rites. Although cremation
is now permitted by the Church, it does not enjoy the same value as burid of the body (No. 413).

B. Cremation and Committal Following the Funerd Liturgy

The diocese encourages the celebration of the funeral mass within areasonable time after death, prior to
cremation.

Itisthe policy of the diocese that cremated remains be interred inthe same manner as the humanbody from
which they come. The cremated remains should be buried in a grave, mausoleum or columbarium. The
practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or onthe ground, or keeping them in the
home of ardative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires (No.
417).

The practice of cremation burid niches in churches (Prot. No. 2/96 of the Clergy File) is not to be
edtablished herein the Diocese of Columbus.

C. Cremation and Committal Before the Funera Liturgy

The Order of Chrigtian Funerals makes provisonfor the presider, in consultationwiththe family, to choose
those rites and textsthat are most suitable to the situation(No. 43). Prayerswhich do not make reference
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to the honoring or burying of the body of the deceased should be selected (No. 423).

Whereas only Christiansymbolsareusedinfunerd liturgies, dl non-biblical symbals, inggnias, memorabilia,
and photographs of the deceased are to be left in the foyer or at the entrance of the church.

D. Funerd Liturgy in the Presence of the Cremated Remains

Permissionisgranted to al priests of the Dioceseof Columbusto cel ebrate, without recourse to the Bishop,
ecclesadtica funerd rites, induding Mass, in the presence of the cremated remains of the body of the
deceased person. (Prot. 04/99)

The cremated remains of the body should be treated with the same respect givento the humanbody. This
includes the use of a worthy vessd, the manner in which they are carried, the care and attention to
appropriate placement and transport, and the find disposition (No. 417). Portraits, insignias, or other
remembrances are not to be placed next to the cremated remains during the funerd liturgy.

Whenthe cremated remains are present for the funerd liturgy, the pall isnot used. A amdl tableor sand
is to be prepared for them at the place normdly occupied by the coffin (No. 427). If an entrance
procession will take place, it is appropriate that a smal table or stand is aso prepared at the door of the
church, where the cremated remains are initidly placed. After the “ Sprinkling with Holy Water”, the
presider and assisting ministers precede the bearer of the remains and the mourners into the Church.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommendations of the diocese are procedures that are encouraged but not mandatory.
1. Funeral Planning
Panning of the funerd rites may take place during the vist of the pastor or other minister at some
appropriate time after the death and before the vigil service: Minigers should explain to the family the
meaning and significance of each of the funerd rites, especidly the vigil, the funerd liturgy, and therite of

committdl.

If pastord and persond considerations alow, the period before death may be an appropriatetimeto plan
the funerd rites with the family and even with the family member who is dying.

2. Vigil for the Deceased
The time immediately following degth is often one of bewilderment and may involve shock or
heartrending grief for the family and dosefriends. The ministry of the Churchat thistime is one of

gently accompanying the mourners inther initia adjustment to the fact of death and to the sorrow
thisentalls ... Theminister helps the mourners to express their sorrow and to find strength and
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consolationthrough faithin Christ and hisresurrectionto eternal life. The membersof the Christian
community offer support to the mourners, especidly by praying that the one they have lost may
have eternd life (No. 52).

At the vigll the Chrigtiancommunity keeps watchwiththe family in prayer to the God of mercy and
finds strength in Chrigt’s presence. It is the first occasion among the funerd rites for the solemn
reading of the word of God. In thistime of loss the family and community turnto God' sword as
the source of faith and hope, aslight and life in the face of darkness and death. Consoled by the
redeeming word of God and by the abiding presenceof Chrigt and his Spirit, the assembly at the
vigl calls upon the Father of mercy to receive the deceased into the kingdom of light and peace
(No. 56).

3. Other Chrigtian Symbols

The fallowing are symbols whichshould be used inafunerd liturgy: incense, freshflowers, Book of Gospels
or Bible, and cross.

Incense

“Incense is used during the funerd rites as a Sgn of honor to the body of the deceased, which through
baptism became the temple of the Holy Spirit” (No. 37).

The use of incenseisimportant in the liturgy because it is “used asasgn of the community’s prayers for
the deceased rising to the throne of God and asasign of farewd|” (No. 37). Therefore, incense should
be used in the funerd rite at the proper times in which we use incense during the mass.”
If incense is used, the ritud indicates that the coffin is incensed only once during the funerd liturgy. Itis
recommended that the incensation of the coffin take place at the song of farewed | rather than as part of the
presentation of the gifts.

Fresh Flowers

Fresh flowers may be used to enhance the setting of the funerd rites, however, they should be used in
moderation.

Placing of Chrigtian Symbols

If the Book of Gospels, a Bible or acrossis used they may be carried in procession, then placed on the
coffin, by afamily member, friend or minister, ither in silence or as atext is said from No. 4002

Book of the Gospels or a Bible

“The Book of the Gospels or a Bible may be placed on the coffin asasgnthat Chrigians live by the word
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of God and that fidelity to that word leads to eternd life’ (No. 38).
Cross

“A cross may be placed on the coffin as a reminder that the Chrigtian is marked by the cross in baptism
and through Jesus suffering on the cross is brought to the victory of his resurrection” (No. 38).

4. Readings

If there is a certain non-biblical reading that the family feds strongly about induding, encourage its use
during the vigil if gppropriate.

“Inthe celebrationof the liturgy of the word at the funerd liturgy, the biblica readings may not be replaced
by non-biblical readings. But during prayer services with the family non-biblica readings may be used in
additionto readings fromscripture” (No. 23). Therefore, inthe Dioceseof Columbusonly biblical readings

are to be used “inthe cel ébration of the liturgy of the word at the funerd liturgy.” If the family wishes non-
biblical readings, the priest should exercise his option of uang them at prayer services with the family.

It isfurther advised that the readers at the funerd liturgy are trained in the proclamation of the word.
5. Procession of Gifts

It is recommended that family membersor friendsbring forward the appropriate gifts (see No. 8 aovein
policies).

6. Music

When possible, a parish cantor or choir is recommended to provide leadership for the participating
assembly.®

Nonliturgicd music, eveniif it reflects the life of the deceased (e.g. sports themes) is not appropriate for

the liturgy. Musica requests from the family should be honored when possible, but should reflect the
particular liturgy (e.g. a Christmas hymn is not gppropriate during Advent).
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7.

8.

End Notes:

See paragraphs 45 & 54.

. See paragraphs 62, 80, 96 & 170.

See paragraphs 38 & 132.

See paragraphs 160 & 185.

See paragraph 173.

See paragraph 144.

See Generdl Instruction of the Roman Missal, Nos. 235 & 236.

See paragraphs 163 & 134.

9. See paragraph 33.

Order of Christian Funerals - Directives of the Diocese of Columbus - Page 8



